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squires was largely based upon their control of
county government In Quarter Sessions. He
saw that they would endeavour to prolong
their power by capturing the new County
Councils. He determined to do his utmost to
defeat them. He refused to stand for election
himself, although he was offered four seats.
His own ambition was larger. It was to capture
the county. He moved about from place to
place speaking everywhere and trying to rouse
the whole of Carnarvonshire to the great chance
now placed in their hands. He succeeded. He
carried the county. Everywhere the candidates
of progress were returned. " It is a revolu-
tion ! " he cried. " The day of the squire has
now gone! "l So profound was the conviction of
the Welsh Liberals that he had won their battle
for them that he was immediately chosen as
county Alderman along with Mr. (now Sir) Arthur
Acland, who, at that time, had a house In
Carnarvonshire.
" The boy Alderman/' as he was called.
Instantly threw himself hotly into the new
work of the Carnarvonshire County Council. He
became a conservator for those native rivers of
his which he loved so dearly, soon winning for
them that freedom for which he had always
striven in other ways. He took an active part
in every branch of administration. But his
main purpose was directed to using the Welsh
County Councils as a political stepping-stone
1 In a speech at Liverpool on February 18th, 1889. The
first mention of Mr. Lloyd George in a leading article was in the
Carnarvon Herald over this speech.